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AFTER HER SONG. 


መሚ.‏ اس 


THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
MISS МОТОМАМА WILL 


GOOD 
VENING, MIS 
MOTOYAMA / 


THE GAMBLING, STAY 
AND TRY YOUR LUCK, 


AO ARE you? 31 
WHAT DO YOL WANT FS 


WHY, WE'RE 
ADMIRERS OF Yours. 
WE CAME FORA SOUVENIR. 


YEAH, THAT’S RIGHT/ 
YOU'RE GOING TOGIVE 
US THAT FAN YOU USED 
TO-NIGHT. WE °D LIKE 
TH 


(ме ი 
ს... u ” 


ა ىتتە‎ 


PAY FOR THAT/, 


GO AHEAD/ ATTACK/ | THERE'S NO 
I'D BE HAPPY TO 
KILL YOU, TOO! 


OBVIOUSLY YOU DON’T. JUST WHY SHOULD NAME'S KUROBE . ТМ AFTER THE 7 NOW TPRODUCE A FAN OF MY 
YOU'RE PRETTY 6000 YOU HELP ME— FAN, TOO- THE ONE ФЦ GAMBLED OWN... UNFORTUNATELY I HAD 
WITH A BLADE. VER Pİ [AWAY FROM THOSE TWO A WHILE AGO. TO STEAL THIS ONE FROM 


т SHOW. 
Roca ШОМ: THEM DURING YOUR SHOW. 
SPLITMY BELLY LIKE 


WE LINE BOTH FANS ს 
AGAINST THE LIGHT LIKE 
THIS... AND... AH! THIS 
{$ INTERESTING/ 


“ІМ ASAKAWA VILLAGE, 
IN THE CEMETERY...” 


777202 


C 


VM-VI0 ARE წ т DON’T KNOW Y KENJI “КЕМІ, SEE OUR FRIENDS 
You: WHORE YOU? 15 MY HERE ARE DISPOSED OF. 
HELPER, I THINK MR KUROBE 15 

STRANGER, GOING To TELL US... 


AMBUSHED THEM. 


Тр АП 


SIX MONTHS то 
SPLIT THE GOLO. 


— THE HASHIDA COURIERS Y THEY HID THE GOLD | | THEY MADE MAPS ON 
WERE TAKING THE GOLD DUST | AND SEPARATED, SETS OF FANS – ЦКЕ 
TO THE SHOGUN IN PAYMENT AGREEING TO THE FAN OUR FRIENDS 
OF CLAN DUES, BANDITS REUNITE IN DIED TO GET BACK, 


THE SIX MONTHS 
| እ. EXPIRES SOON. 


т COULD USE HELP— THERE'LL BE A 
š COUPLE DOZEN OF THEM. 


“ት ፲ 
| 


I'M NOT GREEDY. Ги. SPLIT THE GOLD HALF 1. 
AND HALF IN RETURN FOR YOUR SWORD ARM. 


GAMBLING, T COULDN'T 

MAKE A THOUSAND RYO IN 

A YEAR. OF COURSE 
WE*LL GO. 


EVERYONE'S ACCOUNTED 
FOR BUT KOBATA AND 
SHIMOE, HEARD THEY 


TWO FEWER SHARES OF GOLD/ 
COME ON, THE OTHERS ARE 
ALREADY IN ASAKAWA. 

LET'S GOS 


LOOK, KUROBE/ 


BLY SOME OF THE 
RIDERS. 


BANDITS ON THEIR WAY 
ТО THE RENDEZVOUS .. 


AT THIS RATE, WE SHOULD 
BE IN АЗАКАМА 
OURSELVES EARLY 
[TO-MORROW MORNING. 
سىس‎ 


GOOD/ WHY CAN'T WE 
STOP HERE FOR THE NIGHT 
AND GET THERE LATE ig 


TO-MORROW MORNING > 


WH IL OF MONEY 
ALREADY? PITY, YOUR 
LUCK ІМТ DOING 
SOWELL. 


LEAD WEIGHTS IN YOUR DICE. 

КОГА GOOD WAY TO INSPIRE 

CONFIDENCE IN AN ALLY, 
MISS MOTOYAMA, 


CARE TO TRY YOUR 
LUCK, KUROBES 


YOU WON'T MISS 
] THAT MONEY ONCE 
YOU HAVE YOUR 


CROWD OF ROWDIES TOOKOVERTHE УЦ 


WHOLE TOWN YESTERDAY! CHASED THE 


OFTHE NORTH WIND INN, THE 
LODGING IN ALL ASAKAWA/ 


WELCOME, SIR! WELCOME, | | MATTER OF FACT, Y 

MADAM / WELCOME ON BEHALF | | ITSTHE ONLY 
LODGING INALL 7 

ASAKAWA, 


WHOLE POPULATION AWAY BUT МЕ ... КАМ 
ME INTO MY COMPETITOR'S INN ACROSS 


1 / 
АТШЫ‏ غات غاا 


ሥኒ 


P ulis 
Г’ LUCKY ALL ME WOMEN GOT ANAY? 


THOSE GUYS ARE ALL MAD DRUNK/ FIRST 
THEY TORE UP THE CEMETERY „, "| 
7 * 


w THEN THEY STARTED CARRYING 
ON LIKE „LIKE, 


፲፻ 


>>! 


WELL, KUROBE, WHAT NOW? “ነ 
HOW DO WE GET THE GOLD 
AWAY FROM THAT CROWD / 


MEANTIME, WE'LL JUST WAIT: 
SOME OPPORTUNITY 15 BOUND 
то TURN UP. 


=== 
(f You THREE! WHAT'S THE IDEA 
OF STAYING IN TOWN WITHOUT 
ASKING USP нин? DON'T YOU 


WECAN TELL 
A WHEN WE 


OH, SHUT UP, ADACHI! 


19 BE SURPRISED 
ለ WOMAN You COULD. 


SEE ONE! 


HP! TURN AROUND, YOU / y 
WHO ARE YOL? WHADDAYA [> 


Т FIGURED YOU WERE SO 
ACCUSTOMED TO USING 
DOGS AND HORSES You 
WOULON*T EVEN ‘KNOW 
WHAT A WOMAN 15. 


>¬ ПИ 


an 


/ CONGRATULATIONS, ነ 
y KUROBE. THAT 15 
WHAT I CALL SUBTLE. 


| FOR SUCH A FANCY TALKER, 
THIS ONE FIGHTS LIKE AN OLD 
WOMANS 


/ 


BURY MY MAN, INNKEEPER/ AND IF HEY, BOSS/ CAN г MMM 
YOU WANT 10 KEEP YOUR HEAD, TAKE THE WOMAN? HUH > I, 
Hm КЕЕР STRANGERS QUT OF 1 


YOU/ MR КИРОВЕ! 


MR KUROBE/ THEY KILLED ОН, STOP YOUR 
WAILING , KENJL/ 


WH-WHY, YOL DELIBERATELY THAT WAS OPPORTUNITY 
LET THEM ТАКЕ HER YOU'RE STRIKING, YOU FOOL/ 
A_MONSTER! WORSE THAN, SHE KNOWS HOW ТО 
THEM! Y-vou-- 


T'M NOT AS BAD У DID THEY TAKE 
ል SWORDFIGHTER YOUR BOSS WITH 
AS THAT. ANDI THEMP 

HAD A BIT OF 


THAT IDIOT KUROBE/ WHY $ 


NEED THIS PAIN, 
TO KNOW WHAT THOSE DOGS 
DID То ME WHILE I WAS CI STUNT? НЕ COLILDN'T HAVE 
DONE BETTER IF НЕ HAD 
WANTED 10 GET 


THE HASHIDA GOLD! FRESH WITH KUROBE GONE, 
FROM THE CEMETERY! СФ T’LL JUST HAVE TO TAKE 
А МЕНМЕН ІТ BY MYSELF. 


u SOMEHOW, 


THERE WON'T LAST 


ПА НА HAS ISH ALL THE ONE МОРЕ TIME 


THAT'S 50 / ВАН! GIMMEL DAMN WOMEN 

RYO ја SOME MORE Нарн, 

OWE ME, ኤ. SAKE... # ESCAPED! FARMER'S 

BABATA / MBs. DAUGHTERS 
= > 


МЕ КИРОВЕ AND THE 


INNKEEPER FIGURED OUT 
WHERE YOU'D BE, BOSS/ 
TVE GOT ለ MESSAGE 
FROM MR KUROBE/ 
§ NOT DEAD! НЕ FAKED W 
I MEAN, HE PRETENDED WONDERS IF You ЧЕ. IT SO THEY... SO ፲ 
TO BE, SO... Г MEAN FOUND THE GOLD 004, ги KILL HIM: 
WELL, THAT 16... YET. 
2» 
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CAN I GET 
HER FIRST THIS 


il 
, (NOW IT'S MY TURN NY 
„ს то STICK THINGS, pias! 


= 


dx 
= 


ያ / 


a, 


AND ONLY ONE 
FAST RUNNER TO 


KEN! 
NOW! BEFORE 
THE S 


МЛ, 

ОТНЕК: 
САМ ЕЗСАРЕ/ 

су LIGHT 
T4 


A LITTLE TRICK I LEARNED 
IN CHINA. КЕМІ AND T 
LINED THE PLACE WITH SOME 
POWDER TD BROUGHT 

ALONG FOR JUST SUCH AN 

OCCASION. SAVES US EXTRA 

EFFORT TAKING CARE OF THEM, 

7 


KUROBE/ YOU SON OF A 
BITCH! YOU USED МЕГ 
ги. KILL You, YOU— 2 


و 


DON’T BESO 
J DRAMATIC. 


WE HAVE THE НАЗНОА GOLD, 
DON'T WE? JUST САЦ ТНАТ AY 
VERSION OF A LOADED DICE 


[UN..EXCUSE ME, SIR..MY V. AFTER ALL, 


LADY... ВИТ. THERE'S A THAT WAS МУ 
¡LOT OF GOLD, AND... ¡NN YOU TURNED 
DON'T YOUTHINK I — / INTO KINDLING. 
DESERVE A SHARE P 
SO KEEP THIS 
INN/ 


EN № 
WHY #07 GNE ни јр о 
GIVE HIM SOME 


A SHARE, KUROBE> 


OF YOURS, AND TLL 
FORGIVE YOU INSTEAD 
OF SLITTING YOUR 
THROAT TO-NIGHT 

WHILE YOU SLEEP. 


VERY OH, THANK YOU / LATE THAT NIGHT. 

WELL, THANK You/ THE 
HOSPITALITY OF 
THE NORTH WIND 
15 YOURS TO-NIGHT/, 


AH... PLENTY OF ROOM IN МУ BAG M Гр LIKE To SEE 

FOR BOTH HIS SHARE АМО MINE! KUROBE'S OAFISH 
ሙም FACE WHEN HE 

FINDS OUT... 


NICE OF HER TO 
SAVE MEALL THAT 


GO00- BYE SIR... MY LADY/ 
YOU BROUGHT HAPPINESS 
wf ТОА POOR MAN / AND THE 
TOWN WON'T BE THE 


Lee you 


WON'T BEGRUDGE 
ME THE GOLD... 
175 SUCH A 

SMALL SHARE... 


ESPECIALLY FOR 
SUCH A B/G 
SACK, 


3 
BUT THEN, A 
ONCE -POOR INN- 
KEEPER LIKE ME... MUCH MONEY... 
4 / . 


¦ ) MY GOLD/ 
VN MY GOLDS 
7 M 
ს ` 

რატ 


(WELL, MY CUT вмт SO AND MINE WILL SEE 
BAD. IT WILL KEEP AE THAT I WON'T HAVE I CAN'T SAY ІТ WAS A. ^N 
IN SAKE FOR A WHILE. TO GAMBLE AND PLEASURE KNOWING YOU, 
ABOUT FIFTY YEARS, T°D SAY. DANCE... FOR ALITTLE KUROBE. SAYONARA! 
چ‎ WHILE, ` š 


HA HAHA! WE HAVE THE LAST LAUGH, 
KENJI/ МЕЦ BE LONG GONE EY THE 
TIME HE SEES I STOLE HIS SHARE 
AND LEFT HIM A SACK ЕШ СЕ... 


N 


СОВКО PUSHED UP 2:44 
THE MOUNTAIN AS > 
ል MAN PURSUING 


THOUCH THE PATH 
BECAME INHOSPITABLE; 


THE FORTRESS 
OF THE 


DREADED оби 


AS SURE AS 

У 1 THIS 15 065 

WITHIN THOSE № ს \ FINAL DAY! 
WALLS 


RIGHT THIS 


COME IN COME 
IN - SO SORRY 
ТО KEEP you 


ALLOW ME TO 
INTRODUCE MYSELF- 


| AM ОС - MASTER ОҒ 

THE LOST RITES. YOU 
ARG HERE TO RENDER 
MC AVITAL SERVICE. 


WITHERED MISCREANT!! 
ЖЕТІ) SON OF A HOMELY 
WHOREN MY LORD GORKO 
WILL FOLLOW YOU TO 
HELL FOR HIS 
VENGENCEN 


WITHERED? FETID? MY 
DEAR YOUNG LADY, IM SURE ყის 
WOULDN'T CALL ME BY SUCH UN- 
COMPLIMENTARY ADJECTIVES IF 
YOU KNEW THAT THIS SHRUNKEN 

BODY HAS BEEN WALKING 
THE EARTH FOR... 


SMALL WONDER I'VE 

SUCH AN EVIL 

REPUTATION, EH? A 

MAN САМ DO А LOT OF = 

MISCHIEF IN SIX HUN- => წვა 

DRED YEARS -нен HEH- À ` HOW °! 
-SNORT- 


SIX HUNDRED YEARS! 


NO SIMPLE MATTER, Г ASSURE 
YOU. 1 WORKED AT UNCOVERING THE 
CEREMONY; PERFECTING THE SECRET 
PRONOUNCEMENTS AND SUCH FOR LONG 
YEARS. YOU SEE - THE SORCERERS OF 
ANCIENT YEARS KNEW OF ENTITIES- 
SPIRITS IF YOU WILL- THAT WOULD, 
PROPERLY SUMMONED , COME TO СО- 
EXIST IN THE BODY OF THE WITCH-MAN. 


1 AM THE HOST OF ONE SUCH 
ENTITY} 


AMONG THE ADVANTAGES 
OF THIS UNION \S THE 
SPIRITS UNIQUE ABILITY 
TO EXTRACT THE LIFE 
ESSENSE OF UVING 
BEINGS. 


THE MOON 15 
NEARING HIGH... 


WHEN IT SHINES 5 
THROUGH THE 
SKYLIGHT - ги. 
SHOW YOU HOW 
ITS DONE. 


WELL- WHAT 
HAVE WE HERE !* 


ALL YOU'LL FIND 
HERE, MONKEY 
NW) МАМ, 15 A QUICK 
LOOKS LIKE ONE Е III III š. | ig) END TO YOUR 
OF THE VALLEY | ІШІ Am MISERY. 
APE-MEN STRAYED => 
TOO FAR FROM | 
НОМЕ. 


HAVETA 
ACT FAST 


IN, MATE IN! 

DONT GIVE HIM 

CHANCE TO 
THINK! 


VILLAGE-WHERE 
15 SHE? 


055 SANCTUM ; 
AT THE TOP OF 


THE SECOND SET 
OF STAIRS: 


tL 


17 WILL BE YOUR BODY'S 
RELEASE OF PLEASURE 
THAT WILL TRİGGER THE 

FLOW OF LIFE ENERGY. 


Now MY DEAR DON'T 
BE FRIGHTENED. THIS 
WON'T HURT A BIT. AS 
A MATTER OF FACT... 


А CURSE ON 
YOUR SOUL, IF 
YOU LIE, MAN. 


TRADING ყ0ს8 
LIFE FOR THE 
SUSTENANCE OF 

MIGHTY ос! 


NOURISHING MY 
TIRED LIMBS WITH 
THE STRENGTH AND 
VITALITY OF YOUR 

EXCELLENT BODY! 


3 до 
YOU'VE LOST ALREADY Oc, 
\Е YOU IMACINE THAT A 

LEPROUS CORPSE LIKE YOU 

COULD EXTRACT MY PLEASURE. 


MY DEAR- І HAVEN'T 
LIVED 600 YEARS 
RELYING ON МУ 
GOOD LOOKS. NO No. 
INSTEAD I DEVELOPED 
THIS REMARKABLE 
POTION. I THINK YOULL 
FIND IT DISTURBINGLY 
PLEASANT. 


-САЗР- IT'S mue: ] 
ALREADS [ FEEL A 
STRANGE TINGLING IN 
አላህ LOINS AND BREASTS! 
GOT TO FIGHT 

IT BACKM 


... HEAD'S . 


BEGINNING 
TO SPIN 


DAMN 
WASTE A 


LEAST HE 

COULD DO 
IS PASS EM 
AROUND A 


W LITTLE FIRST. 


THOSE MEN WERE 
UNIMPORTANT, TRESS- 
PASSER — 1 AM 


THE GUARDIAN 
OF 065 CASTLE! 


GORKO FELT A SILENT 
PRESENCE BEHIND 
HIM— HE TURNED— 


ა 


CAUTIOUSLY GORKO 


STEPS BACK FROM THE 
| BEAST GUARDIAN — HIS თ Crema. 
HEART DRUMMING LOUDLY ARE YOU, 
ІМ HIS RIBS! GUARDIAN? 


4 AMAN JUSTAS 
LÎ you ARE. THE 
WORLD IS RICH 
WITH RACES - AS 
YOU SHOULD KNOW. 
MY PEOPLE SPRANG 
FROM ALAND FAR 
FROM HERE. 


...10 DESTROY! 


I HAVE NEVER 
FAILED HIM. 


SHIT!! 


ყC8 <т 4 y WHAT?! HE'S | 
RONGER THAN TURNED AROUND! СМЕМ | 
I'D. HAVE THOUGHT! 


—FAST TOO! ME THE ONE CHANCE 


I NEED! 


SHOULD PUT 
HIM DOWN 
FOR AWHILE 


AMAZING! HE'S 
STAGGERED BLT STILL ON 
HIS FEET. ONE MORE 

SOLID BLOW... 


ELENA'S MIND WAS А SNARL 
OF FEARFUL CONTRADICTIONS! 
REPULSED BY OG'S CARESSES, 
AWARE. OF THE MORTAL DANGER; 
SHE YET FOUND HER WILL FADING 
INTO COLD DARKNESS, 
HER BODY SLIDING INTO AN 

ARTIFICIAL YET 
POTENT PASSION! 


OG WAS IN TWISTED GLEE! 


CAN'T-- 


HOLDON ANY 
--LONGER 


-- CAN'T HOLD ON -— 


Оооо 
0000 
I'M COMING 
гм COMING 


DON'T SPEAK 1 NEED YOUR LOVE 


ELENA! წ NOW PLEASE. NOW MORE THAN 
ELENA! теп. 64 - EVER BEFORE. 
МЕ YOUARE № 2 
‘ALRIGHT! 
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